Twelve years ago, Wendy and Frank were married in State A. One year later, their daughter,
Danielle, was born in State A. The couple and their daughter have continued to live in State A.

One year ago, Frank lost his job as a steelworker after suffering a serious back injury. Frank’s
doctor has said that he will not be able to return to work.

One month ago, Frank filed an action against Wendy seeking spousal support. Frank filed the
action after Wendy, a commercial airline pilot whose work frequently necessitates her absence
from home, stopped depositing her wages into the couple’s joint bank account and refused to pay
household bills. Frank’s unemployment insurance is inadequate to pay all the household bills.

Danielle’s school recently sent her parents a note indicating that Danielle will not be allowed to
enroll in school next year unless the parents provide proof of her vaccination. Frank, based on his
personal, nonreligious beliefs, has consistently refused to allow Danielle to receive any
vaccinations. Danielle does not satisfy the requirements for a medical exemption. State A has
amended its mandatory vaccination law by eliminating all nonmedical exemptions based on
“personal beliefs.” As amended, the law requires, as a precondition to a child’s enrollment in any
public school, that “the child’s parent or guardian must provide proof that the child has received all
vaccinations mandated by the State Department of Health.” Frank has brought an action
challenging the State A vaccination law under the U.S. Constitution as a violation of his parental
rights.

Two weeks ago, Danielle, age 11, with her parents’ permission, went to visit her aunt in State B.
One week into the visit, the aunt called Frank and Wendy and told them that Danielle did not want
to return to her parents’ home because “Mom is always traveling, Dad is really depressed since his
back injury, and I just can’t stand living there anymore.” The aunt told Frank and Wendy that “I
can’t in good conscience send her home, so I'm immediately going to court to seek legal custody.”

1. May Frank obtain spousal support from Wendy? Explain.
2. Will Frank’s constitutional challenge prevail? Explain.
3. In what state must the aunt file a custody petition? Explain.

4. Is the court likely to grant legal custody of Danielle to her aunt? Explain.



