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A prison inmate has filed a civil rights lawsuit against a guard at the prison, alleging that the guard
violated the inmate’s constitutional rights during an altercation. The inmate and the guard are the
only witnesses to this altercation. They have provided contradictory reports about what occurred.

The trial will be before a jury. The inmate plans to testify at trial. The guard’s counsel has moved
for leave to impeach the inmate with the following:

(a) Twelve years ago, the inmate was convicted of felony distribution of marijuana. He
served a three-year pri~on sentence, which began immediately after he was convicted. He
served his full sentence and was released from prison nine years ago.

(b) Eight years ago, the inmate pleaded guilty to perjury, a misdemeanor punishable by up
to one year in jail. He paid a $5,000 fine.

(c) Seven years ago, the inmate was convicted of felony sexual assault of a child and is
currently serving a 10-year prison sentence for the crime. The victim was the inmate’s
daughter, who was 13 years old at the time of the assault.

The inmate’s counsel objects to the admission of any evidence related to these three convictions
and to any cross-examination based on this evidence.

The guard also plans to testify at trial. The inmate’s counsel has moved for leave to impeach the
guard with the following:

Last year, the guard applied for a promotion to prison supervisor. The guard submitted a
résumé to the state that indicated that he had been awarded a B.A. in Criminal Justice from
a local college. An official copy of the guard’s academic transcript from that college
indicates that the guard dropped out after his first semester and did not receive a degree.

The guard’s counsel objects to the admission of this evidence and to any cross-examination based
on this evidence.

The transcript and the résumé have been properly authenticated. The trial will be held in a
Jurisdiction that has adopted all of the Federal Rules of Evidence.

1. What evidence, if any, proffered by the guard to impeach the inmate should be admitted?
Explain.
2. What evidence, if any, proffered by the inmate to impeach the guard should be admitted?

Explain.



